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1654 the Cossack chief or Hetman seceded to the
Moscovite Tsar, but in 1667 Poland and Russia divided
the   Cossack  territory  between  them,   taking   the
Dnieper as frontier; a Cossack Hetman still officiated
east of that river.  The rise of Peter the Great followed
the earlier signs of chaotic devolution in Poland, which,
already in 1676, in spite of the military prowess of the
heroic John Sobieski, was forced by the Peace of
Zurawno to abandon some of the Ukraine west of the
Dnieper to the Turks.   When Peter defeated Charles
XII of Sweden at Poltava in 1709, he not only dealt
severe blows at Sweden, Poland and Turkey, he also
defeated Charles' ally, the Cossack Hetman, Mazeppa,
and in 1710 in consequence the Cossack community
east of the Dnieper accepted Russian rule; Catherine
the Great later did away with Cossack autonomy.
With the partitioning of Poland in the late eighteenth
century many of her Little Russian or Ukrainian
subjects were annexed by Russia.   Since 1596 Poland
had been forcing the Orthodox Little Russians to join
the Uniate Church, but Polish fanatics were not satis-
fied with the retention of the Russian rite and Cyrillic
script which this allowed.    One of Catherine the
Great's justifications for invading and seizing Polish
territory was indeed the religious persecution of the
Little Russian peasants by the Poles.   With Galicia
Austria at this time also acquired a mainly Little
Russian population around Lwow (Lemberg), adjacent
to the Ruthenian territory of Hungary, and to the
Bukovina which Joseph II had acquired in  1775.
Thus from 1815 onwards the big majority of Little
Russians or Ukrainians were united under Romanoff
and Orthodox rule, while a few millions were the